
Sadie Halstead Middle School  
Encourage, Educate, & Empower Every Day in Every Way  

 

August 20th, 2020 

 
Hello SHMS Students and Families, 
 
We hope this letter finds you well during these unique times.  We miss having our students in the buildings, and we 
miss the buzz of campus with students and activities.  We eagerly await the time when our students can come back 
in the building.   
 
As you have heard, at this time Tri-County Health has determined it is not safe to have students on-site which is why 
we are beginning the year with students off-site and utilizing our improved distance learning model. You are 
receiving this letter because you selected that you would prefer for your student to engage with Canvas Connect and 
return to school on-site when we can safely do so.  The first day of distance learning, through Canvas Connect, will 
begin Monday, August 31st.   
 
You will receive a hard copy of this letter, as well as your student’s schedule in the mail by the end of next week. 
This schedule pertains to both Canvas Connect and On-Site Learning.  When students are able to safely return 
on-site, they will follow the same schedule and content they have participated in while learning from home through 
Canvas Connect.   
 
Although we will not be able to have an Open House as we have previously, we are making a deliberate effort to 
make connections with our families during the first week of school.  Especially during this time with students at 
home, we want to support you in this new endeavor to provide the most user friendly and common-sense experience 
for our families.  The Frequently Asked Questions section that accompanies this letter will help provide some clarity. 
 
Even after reading this FAQ, you may still have questions about what school looks like for your student.  I welcome 
and encourage you to contact us.  We are proud to work with you and our community.  We want to be supportive, 
flexible, and a helpful resource for you during these unprecedented times.  I look forward to the day when we can 
have our students back in the building, as soon as we can safely do so.  Thank you! 
 
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
Tony Moser 

Principal 
mosertony@newportgriz.com 
 

Newport School District            Newport, WA             (509) 447-2426         

mailto:mosertony@newportgriz.com


 
Newport School District FAQ for Fall 2020 

 
What is Canvas Connect/On-Site Learning?  
Canvas is Newport School District’s learning management system that houses most aspects of the learning 
process. Students are able to access content, assignments, discussion groups and have the ability to 
communicate with their teachers through this learning platform. Additionally, the use of Canvas allows for a 
smooth transition between distance learning and on-site instruction. Canvas is effectively utilized for both 
off-site/distance learning as well as on-site learning.   
 
How will Canvas Connect instruction be different from the distance learning instruction that 
took place in the spring? 
Canvas Connect in the Fall of 2020 is substantially improved from the spring. The teaching staff across the 
district have spent time in August to provide the following: 
● Consistency in Canvas navigation for students and families  
● Alignment of Structure - all teachers’ Canvas pages will have the same structure  
● Consistent and predictable schedules with flexibility to meet varied family demands 
● Fewer subject areas for students in grades 7-12  
● A focus on core content and learning progression (K-6)  
● Canvas Connect will help students meet engagement/attendance requirements during remote learning  
● Live and recorded video instruction delivered by teachers 
● Consistent office hours for student/families to communicate with teachers in a timely manner 
 
What technology will my student need for working remotely? 
Students can access Canvas via their school-issued google account using a personal laptop, smartphone, or a 
school issued Chromebook.  
 
What technology can the school supply to my student? 
NSD is committed to providing each student with a Chromebook device for accessing Canvas.  Hotspots have 
been installed in numerous areas around the area to serve as internet connectivity points for students who do 
not have internet access at home.  Below is a list of the NSD hotspot locations:  

● Sacheen Lake Station on Hwy 211 (6131 Hwy 211) 
● Fertile Valley Station (11 Jermain Rd) 
● Camden Station (4193 Allen Rd) 
● South Pend Oreille Station 4 (433171 Hwy 20) 
● Dalkena Station (11 Dalkena St) 

A list of additional hotspots sponsored by other organizations, as well as NSD technology information can be 
found on the Newport School District website ( https://www.newportgriz.com/).  Under Departments, click 
Technology.   

 
 

https://www.newportgriz.com/


 
How can I get a Chromebook for my student? 
Stratton Elementary 
If your elementary student needs a Chromebook to access the internet, your child’s classroom teacher will be 
able to check out a device for you during your individual Welcome Orientation Meeting.  Elementary students 
will be expected to bring the Chromebook devices back to school when we are able to return to on-site learning.   
 
Sadie Halstead Middle School and Newport High School:  
Chromebook checkout for SHMS and NHS students will be held Thursday, August 27th and Friday, August 28th. 
Families may pick up Chromebooks on those days between 9:00am - 6:00pm. SHMS students may receive their 
Chromebooks at the drop-off curb directly in front of SHMS’s main office. NHS students may obtain their 
Chromebooks in the bus loop directly in front of the school.   
 
What if I have a chromebook from the Spring Checkout? 
Stratton Elementary 
If your student already had a NSD Chromebook checked out from last spring, please bring this device to your 
Welcome Orientation Meeting so that it can be updated OR so that a new Chromebook may be issued.   
 
SHMS and NHS: 
If you checked out a Chromebook in the spring, please bring this Chromebook with you to return, and a new 
Chromebook will be checked out to you.  
 
What if we do not have internet access? 
The NSD has installed WiFi internet hotspots in several locations, including, Newport School District campuses 
and throughout the county (see previous page).   
 
If a student has NO internet access at home and cannot access an NSD hotspot, please contact your child’s 
school office to discuss options. Packets will be made available for students to work through which will help 
students make academic progress along with Canvas Connect content.  Packets will be made available for 
pick-up every Monday at each school building.  Packets will NOT be mailed out this school year. Teachers will 
make every effort to communicate with these students through phone calls.  

Stratton Elementary Office  (509) 447-0565 
Sadie Halstead Middle School (509) 447-2426  
Newport High School (509) 447-2481  

 
How will my student return completed work? 
Work will be turned in via Canvas, email, Google Docs, or work packet. For families unable to access the 
internet, work packets and paper assignments can be delivered to a drop off box at each school. 
 
What can I expect my student to do for their coursework during distant learning?  
Individual teachers will assign coursework relevant to each individual class/grade learning standards. 
Assignments will include clear instructions, expectations, and directions for submitting assignments on time. 



K-6 students will have independent work to complete daily, as well as whole group and small group guided 
lessons. Elementary student Canvas class pages will provide enrichment options in the areas of Science and 
Social Studies, as well as Social/Emotional development. 
 
How much time can I expect my student to spend on their course work? 
NSD recognizes that it is important to the health of our students that the expectation is NOT to sit behind a 
screen for extended periods of time.  Breaks, healthy food and movement should be scheduled parts of each 
day within the home. Each student’s coursework and age/grade will determine the amount of time dedicated to 
learning and mastering content.   
 
The time and amount of rigor carries higher expectations and more content than last spring.  Additionally, we 
want to be cognizant that we are providing a reasonable amount of content for our students.  With this being 
said, students could expect the same amount of time learning from home at a distance as they would while at 
school.  Therefore, this could amount to approximately five hours per day, on average.  However, each school 
has taken measures to prioritize content and minimize the number of courses/subjects each student needs to 
navigate.  Stratton, SHMS, and NHS each have approximately three core content areas for students to focus on 
this year.   
 
It is important to us that we provide your student with the appropriate amount of course work.  Last spring, we 
received feedback from some families that the work was overwhelming and taking far longer than 
recommended.  On the other hand, we also received feedback from families that they needed more rigor and 
content to meet their student’s needs.  For this reason, it is important to us that we take a flexible approach 
with our families, and we strongly encourage you to communicate frequently with us so that we may work with 
you to provide the adequate rigor and content for your students’ learning needs.   
 
What will the first week of school look like for my student? 
Canvas courses will be available to students beginning Monday, August 31st for the school days of August 
31-Sept 3.  September 1st, 2nd, and 3rd are dedicated days for our teachers connecting with and reaching out 
to parents.  
 
What opportunity will I have to connect with my son or daughter's teacher(s)? 
K-6 Students:   
Each family will be invited to attend an individually scheduled Welcome Orientation Meeting with their child’s 
classroom teacher. At this meeting the teacher will cover important information and meet each student face to 
face.  Teachers are excited to make personal connections with students and families and to begin getting to 
know the needs of each family.  Visitors will be asked to wear masks, comply with social distancing and will be 
given specific instructions for the location of the meetings.  If you have not heard from your student’s teacher 
by 3pm on Friday, August 28th, please contact your student’s school office. 
 
7-12 Students:  
On Friday, August 28th, 7-12 teachers will be sending students recorded videos explaining navigation, 
expectations, and course structure.  We are providing these on the 28th so that you can have the weekend to 



review these and process any questions you may have prior to September 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. Our schools will 
send out information for scheduling times with teachers by Friday, August 28th, at which point you can connect 
with each teacher individually.   
 
How do I make sure that my student is enrolled for the 20-21 school year? 
Returning Student Enrollment will be open on Monday, August 24. All students will need to have online 
enrollment applications completed.  These applications can be found on the NSD website  
(https://www.newportgriz.com/domain/39).  Please complete the Returning Student Online  Registration if 
your student attended Newport School District schools last year.  Please complete the New Students Online 
Registration  application if your student is new to the Newport School District.   
 
Will meals be provided to my student? 
Please see the Meal Services During Distance Learning insert below from Newport School District Director of 
Nutrition Services, Sheila Myrvang. 
 
Meal Services During Distance Learning 

 
As we begin the 2020-21 school year, we will be held to the rules, regulations, and guidelines of the National 
School Lunch and Breakfast Program. 
 
Will meal services be provided when students are learning remotely? 
● Only students enrolled in Newport School District will receive meals, due to the required guidelines.  
● All students who receive meals will be charged according to their Free, Reduced, or Paid status in our 

system. 
● If you were Free or Reduced by application last school year, you still MUST fill out a new application; 

applications are required to be filled out yearly.  This form is included in both the New Student and 
Returning Student Registration, via parent access in Skyward. Please note: you only need to fill out one 
application for your child(ren).  

● If you receive a letter by August 31st from our Nutrition Services Director, Sheila Myrvang, confirming 
automatic eligibility through the Washington State Direct Certification System for the 2020-21 school 
year, you DO NOT need to fill out the district’s benefits application in the online registration. 

● Guardians may pick up meals for their students but will be required to sign a letter with the student’s 
name(s) you are picking up for. 

 
Beginning Monday, August 31st, breakfast/lunch will be served on scheduled school days from 11:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m.  
● Meals will be distributed through the bus lane in front of Stratton Elementary.   
● Meal delivery, for eligible families (students who live outside of town on bus routes), will start on 

Tuesday, September 8th.  Contact will be made with families who are eligible. 
 
 
Please feel free to call with any questions or concerns and I will be happy to help you. 
Sheila Myrvang 
Director of Nutrition Services 
509-447-3167 ext 4521 
myrvangsheila@newportgriz.com. 
 

https://www.newportgriz.com/domain/39
mailto:myrvangsheila@newportgriz.com


 
Meal Prices 2020-21 

REGULAR-PRICE 
Grade  Breakfast  Lunch 
Elementary  $0  $2.65 
Middle  $0  $2.90 
High  $0  $3.10 
Distance Learning  $0  $2.80 
REDUCED-PRICE 
Grade  Breakfast  Lunch 
Elementary  $0  $0 
Middle  $0  $0 
High  $0  $0 

 
 
 


